
Margaret Webber’s dedication to the Alzheimer Society is far from garden variety 
 
If it’s love that makes the garden grow, it’s no wonder the Alzheimer Society’s gardens are 
bursting with blooms every summer. 
 
Margaret Webber has been carefully tending to the flowers and shrubs that surround the 
Alzheimer Society of Oxford offices for the past two years. Along with one other volunteer, she 
comes weekly to ensure the organization is putting its best face forward before clients even 
walk through the door.  
 
The role is a perfect fit for Margaret. She loves spending time outdoors and she takes pride in 
building a beautiful garden.  
 
If you ask her what’s growing, she knows every plant, from the shrubs and the grasses, to the 
day lilies and geraniums (her favourites).  
 
“You know, there’s a lot of pleasure seeing things grow, seeing that it looks nice,” she says.  
 
And when the garden looks nice, Margaret says, that helps the people who are coming in feel 
good. 
 
Greeting the clients while she’s working in the garden is one of Margaret’s favourite parts 
about volunteering. “They see me working there and they say hello, so that’s lovely,” she says, 
adding that she’s also gotten to know the staff.  
 
Margaret was familiar with the Alzheimer Society before she started volunteering. Several years 
ago, she took a course the organization offered on lifestyle changes she could make to reduce 
her risk of getting Alzheimer’s. She learned about changes she could make to her diet, as well as 
the importance of exercise, keeping your brain active and socializing.  
 
Having seen her grandmother live with either Alzheimer’s or dementia, it was important for her 
to take any steps she could to keep herself healthy. She knows how hard it can be on families 
who have a loved one living with the disease.  
 
Margaret would like to see more people get involved with the Society to help improve research 
and sustain its services.  
 
“We need to support the Alzheimer Society by volunteering if we can, or donating, because it 
may be our turn in the future, we don’t know,” she says.  
 
Margaret has found her niche at the organization. She’s happy getting her hands dirty to help 
put a smile on the faces of Alzheimer Society visitors.  
 
  


